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UNCLAS TEGUCIGALPA 0915 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, ES, HO 

SUB J : PRESS COVERAGE OF ROMERO STATEMENT ON NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH HONDURAS 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 0865 

LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE OF AN INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT-ELECT 
ROMERO INDICATES THAT HE PLANS TO REQUEST AN INTERVIEW WITH 
HONDURAS CHIEF OF STATE MELGAR DURING THE SECOND OR THIRD WEEK 
OF MARCH. THE SUBJECT OF THE PROPOSED MEETING IS TO BE THE 
ON-GOING NEGOTIATIONS WITH RESPECT TO A BORDER SETTLEMENT. 

ROMERO EXPRESSED HIS CONFIDENCE THAT AN EARLY AGREEMENT CAN 
BE REACHED, POSSIBLY WITHIN THE YEAR, AND INDICATED THAT THE 
MEDIATION AGREEMENT SHOULD MAKE A SETTLEMENT EASIER. IN 
TERMS OF DELINEATING THE FRONTIER, ROMERO SAID THAT HE BELIEVED 
THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE MEDIATOR WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH 
SIDES. HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT BOTH SIDES WOULD HAVE TO GIVE 
UP CLAIMS TO ARRIVE AT AN AGREEMENT AND THAT A POSSIBLE STEP 
TOWARD AN AGREEMENT WOULD BE THE OPENING OF THE PAN AMERICAN 
HIGHWAY. 
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